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I like to know a little bit about my audience.

Who here does not know what I mean by the term “one world tree?” Raise your hands

The concept of a one world tree is to have an online family tree where there is only one copy of every person so we can all collaborate to put together what we know and learn about our ancestors.

How many people have their tree online in a one world tree?

At familysearch?… geni? or wikitree?

I know there are others but these are the three I use

    [Side Collaboration – mammoth hunters]

The ability to cooperate is part of what makes us human and able to accomplish amazing feats. Our furthest back ancestors could do it. Why is this so hard for us genealogists?  I think it's because many of us think only WE have the truth. No one else is as careful with their research. No one else has the family bible or the handed down stories that we have.
Well I don't know about you, but my ancestors lied about their ages, had different birth years on different censuses and liked to change their names too. To top all that off, DNA has proven that one of those branches that I was researching were not even my ancestors (but that is a talk for another day).
 By collaborating, its possible that we could stop duplicating each other's research and focus on solving common mysteries.   

(picture of  Detective with magnifying glass)

I have several cousins who are genealogists. Must be in our DNA. They love the research and they usually remember to share their finds with me on our common family lines. Still I can't tell you the times I have said “look what I found” only to hear that they already have that record. If only I could get them on one of the one world trees... If only they would work with me to solve some mysteries. I keep pushing my cousin Dick to work on the new line of ancestors we have that I am having trouble with. Some one was nice enough to point out a death record for the Anne Serene Anensdtr we had as our 4th grandmother, and she was 3 years old when she died. We think we have the right one now. Norwegian naming conventions can be tricky

One of the best benefits of having your family tree online is that distant cousins will find you and they may have pictures and documents to share with you that you have never seen before.
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  These two people are Jorgen Wold and Anna Knutsdatter, my great great grandparents. My family did not have these pictures, they came from a 3rd cousin who found me online.

  Their daughter, my great-grandmother Maren Wold was my very first brick wall when I first started researching my ancestry in the 1990s. Family lore had Maren born in Drammen Norway, but I could never find her in any of that city or county's birth records and I checked every parish. It turned out that she was from Skoger, a small town in the next county over.  

So this third cousin found my tree online and sent me an email telling me that he thought his great-grandfather Martinius was my Maren's brother, and oh by the way here are pictures of their parents and a translation of the local history book pages for them. The farm entry mentioned my Maren and that she had gone to Amerika and married one Lee, which fit. It also mentioned her two sisters that we knew of, a brother we had heard about and five other children that were new to me including Martinius. This has all since been proven with DNA. 

I particularly love the picture of Anna, I think have her eyes. Besides she is my indian princess (we all want to be descended from one right?). To look at her is too see some eskimo, the north of scandinavia has an eskimo like folk, the Sammi and that does show up in our family DNA results.

Another 3rd cousin from another family sent me many letters Maren's husband, my great-grandad  Henry Lee wrote to his sister and his niece out in Illinois. Would you believe they were written in Norwegian although he had been living here for almost 50 years already?

When you connect your line into a one world the tree you may find new ancestors that you did not know about. 

slide of GENI pedigree

Once I connected my Anna Knutsdatter to the correct parents on GENI I suddenly had ancestors back to the 1300s. I am still reading through them, learning about them, and adding sources myself. Norwegians kept good records. 

However the most compelling reason for me to contribute my research to a one world tree is to preserve it. I have heard too many stories about fellow genealogists whose life work ended up
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 in a landfill. Let's face it, most of us have families who enjoy our stories but really don't care that much about the details or our years of research.  

I really did not think something like this could happen in my family with so many of my cousins being genealogists and family historians. I have a wonderful first cousin, let's call him Neil, much older than me who went to Norway many years ago. He  looked through many records, visited the ancestral farms, and took a picture of the house our grandfather spent his early years in. He described running his fingers over the doorjam and imagining our grandad's fingers had b once traced the same pathway. I must admit however, that my reaction to the picture was what a small house for 8 children and their parents and grandparents!

Neil gave me copies of that picture and many other things from his files including his Dad's autobiography. Every few years when I visited him he would pull out something else from the mess in his office, but recently he has been getting kind of senile (I did mention that he is much much older than me, right)

and his wife had been having a harder and harder time caring for him and making sure he took his meds. Then the boom fell; she was given one of those 6 months to live diagnoses so she put him in assisted living and cleaned out his office. 
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That's right, she shredded his files. She had always hated his messy office

I really hope I have all the important family history stuff from him. She claimed she gave the few important family papers and photos to his children. But I am dubious and heartbroken

Don't let this happen to you

So what is the answer? I think the answer is to spend  the time to scan in your photos and documents and then contribute them to a one world tree.

So what is the down side of contributing to a one world tree?
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The main complaint I hear is that other people will change facts and information that you knew were correct. 

Yes that is an issue. If you have the family bible scan in that flypage. Scan in every document you have that supports your information and add them to the profile. If you cannot resolve your differences appeal to a higher authority. Each world tree has mechanisms for dealing with this problem.

Another complaint I hear is “Gee I have spent thousands of dollars getting these records why should I share them for free?”
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 I really don't know what to say to that except “Gee your husband must be a lot more understanding about this hobby than mine is!”

Seriously, I do not have a good response, I would love a few suggestions. My thought is to say something like I guess we are doing this research for different reasons. My objective is to share my discoveries with my family and any interested distant cousins. It is unlikely that anyone else will ever look at them. 

I suspect people who feel that way didn't share well in kindergarten either

The final concern I hear is “What if the website disappears?” 

[blank screen side]

OK that is a real concern too

When this has happened to other sites, people have had plenty of notice.  That is where your designated genealogy heir comes in … All three of these sites allow for GEDcom downloads.  And I imagine the familysearch site will be around as long as there is a Mormon church. GENI is part of a large company, MyHeritage

[Blog screenshot with all 3 logos]
Personally, I have my family tree on three different one world tree sites: FamilySearch.org, Geni.com, and WikiTree.com and I like and use them all for different reasons. FamilySearch for its record matching to its huge collection of records, GENI for its intuitiveness and large Norwegian population, and WIKItree for its DNA capabilities and nice online reports, like descendant charts that I can send the link for to my relatives.
I did a detailed blog post comparing the features of these three and that chart is in the syllabus that goes with this talk. Plus I have added a menu item, one world tree, to myblog's drop down menu under genealogy that will take you to that post which I do update occasionally.

Disclaimer: I have no formal affiliation with any of those sites although my brother does work at familysearch

My plan today is to show you the most important pages and features on each site, the ones you would use the most so you can judge for yourself which tree to get involved with
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Personally the tree view I always prefer is the pedigree view. When your ancestors had 8-10 children for many generations like mine did, the family view with all those boxes and horizontal lines is just too unwieldy. So here are the pedigree views from all three trees using one of my favorite ancestors, Anna Knutsdatter. 

So lets do a quck visual comparison before going through these one by one. GENI is the most compact, Wikitree displays the most information, and family search is the most dynamic by that I mean you can go up and down the pedigree extremely easily with their arrows without leaving the page. Both wikitree and geni show the classic 4 generation view
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 The blue numbers on a person indicates how many hints are available, much like the green leaves on ancestry. If you click it, a little window appears on the page showing what type of hints. Either a possible duplicate on the tree, a record match at MyHeritage, or a match to a tree at MyHeritage. If there is more information about your ancestor available, it will actually tell you what! If you click on the type of hint, a new window opens where you can follow up. You need at least a data membership at MyHeritage to match most records or to look at trees there. Ther are some free records, like Find A Grave or the other world trees wikitree and recently familysearch …

Click on Edit for a person and get a small popup window that lets you quick edit. Click on tree and their tree will appear in a new tab on the same page

One problem I have with GENI is that the tree is done in flash, so I cannot get this view on my Ipad (there is a substitute but not with a pedigree view) and right click does not work to open a person in a new page
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WIKItree uses good old fashioned plain html which looks great on any tablet or Ipad.  Like GENI it shows 4 generations of ancestors. However it shows you their dates in addition to their names. Click a link and you get a new page with that ancestor's profile. I use right click myself to open the page in a new tab in my browser. 

By the way I have the distinction of having SO many windows open that I actually crashed windows 8!

No modern tabbing for sections of the page, but you can click so you have to scroll down the page to see the links to all the great additional reports.
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Familysearch has the best navigation of the pedigree view by far, you can expand the children or the parents and can move around a tree pretty quickly. It may not show as many generations as the other two but it is the most flexible and works on tablets. )CHECK ON PAD)

Clicking on a person brings up a little window with the main information rather than navigating away to the person page as on the other trees. You have to click person in that box to get to the person page

Time to look at the person page.  Here are all three
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I think that the essential elements on a persons page are: handling multiple versions of their name, a picture of them, listing where and when they were born, married and died, plus a summary of who their children, parents, spouses were. A place for their story. A way to check on the recent edit trail. A way to add and look at sources. A way to add extra images. A nice extra feature is to see how they are related to you, only GENI and wikitree have that currently.

--------- discuss each person page for each site and show images

Let's look at the audit trail and how you contact a user about the change they made

GENI uses a messaging system, Wikitree sends you an email when you receive a private messgae, and famiysearch will give you the email address of the sender so you can continue the conversation via email.

[family search audit trail slide]

 Familysearch will show you the email address of the person who made an edit to your ancestor's profile when you click on the change in the most recent changes box on the right in the main page

Let's talk about some of the important features that they do NOT all have.

GOOGLE findablility

Both wikitree and geni come up very well in Google enabling distant cousins to find you
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I was very excited to see my search for Anna Knutsdatter found my entries on wikitree and geni  as the first picks for the name Anna Kntsdatter

GENI has a master profile system for the people for whom there may be conflicting data or many many descendants
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  Controls – Master profile, who owns the profile? On wiki tree if less than 200 years old you can own the profile and only let “trusted” cousins edit it

ONLINE reports

Wikitree has really nice online reports of descendant lists and ancestor lists that you can send cousins to and Familysearch has beautiful print reports. GENI has neither

but the best reports at GENI are the DNA reports, I blogged about this in January
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 There are many great new DNA features that I have yet to blog about, for example you can see the multiple ways you are descended from an individual

WikiTree has really pretty online charts, widgets for your website and shows DNA connections. It is the easiest one to use for sending possible new “DNA” cousins your family tree. 

GENI has the most intuitive user interface and has the best way to add source information. It is the prettiest of them all, plus it matches records with its partner site MyHeritage.com.  

FamilySearch connects to its own enormous record repository and there is a wonderful third party web site for visualizing your familysearch tree: puzzilla.org.
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So please do not let your research end up in the landfill, contribute it to at least one of these trees!

Time for questions but first a little humor apropos of the fact that my tree is at so many places
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